Knowledge of the Amur Region Zemstvo Post Office exchange tokens of 1919.

At the end of 2021, | prepared for publication the 1st volume of "Kardakoff’'s Heritage". It was dedicated to
Nikolai Kardakoff - a man of many talents: entomologist, lepidopterist, collector, eminent authority and dealer
in Russian paper money, and his main work in numismatic field: "The catalogue of banknotes of Russia and the
Baltic countries of 1769-1950."

The circulating PDF copy of this catalog was very low quality, despite the fact that it’s still a rarity. Those | tried
to restore it by making analogous translation into English, so it can be published as a first ever e-catalog.

The 2nd volume, which will be published in a few months, is a tribute to Kardakoff’s life. It will contain of
analogous translation to English of his articles, memorabilia items and articles dedicated to him.

One of them was found in the Rossica archives and presented to me by Steve Volis [Rossica Society] and made
the foundation for the following piece.

Knowledge of the Amur stamps of 1919 based on a letter from Nikolai Kardakoff to Carl Schmidt.

Translated from the article by Ortwin Greis “Knowledge of the Amur stamps of 1919 based on a letter from
Nikolai Kardakoff to Carl Schmidt”:

The Zemstvo collectors repeatedly take a critical and curious look at the Amur Region Zemstvo Postal stamps
(Fig. 1): critical because of the late issue date of 1919 and because of the non-European place of issue in the
Amur region, enquiring because the words " Amypckoe O6nactHoe 3emcTBo, MOYTA” (Amur Region Zemstvo.
The POST OFFICE), " can be found on these stamps, but so far, we have not found any stamps or corresponding
documents that have been mailed and cancelled by post office. Nevertheless, Carl Schmidt included these Amur
stamps in his Handbook on the Zemstvo Stamps of Russia [1] but writes in the introduction that these stamps
were probably prepared as postage stamps but were ultimately used only as emergency money.

Fig. 1: Front and back of the Amur Region Zemstvo Post Office exchange tokens (Pick $1-54), 1919. From Ortwin Greis Collection



In Carl Schmidt's copy of his book [1], there is van original letter from Nikolai Kardakoff to Carl Schmidt as a
supplement to the treatise on the Amur stamps, in which Kardakoff contributes to the explanation of the nature
of these controversial "Zemstvo Post Office stamps" as small denomination paper currency exchange tokens by
means of an essay from the work of Pogrebetsky [2]. Because of the importance of this typewritten letter in
Russian, | would like to reproduce this letter directly below and attach a translation into English. [3]

PA3MBHHHE MAPHM AMYPCHEAT'O OBJIACTHOI'O 3EMCTBA.

(AiH.NlorpeCenrilt. IenemHoe ofpameHie u jAeHemHde sHaku Nanpnaro BocToka
aa nepion BolHH M pesoaouin, I914-1924. XapGuu 1824)

cTp.212-213. Hasadoch OWd, 4TO NpeiNpHHAMEEMOE M3 HTie NEHEeMHHX IHAKOB
MECTHHX BHOYCKOB CJaBHOA UBABD uMBio yHupHUupOBEHie JeHemH-
Holl crerTeMd K NpecekalJo BOSMOMHOCTIE MNApaJielbHO ¢ NpPOMCeXO-
OANMM NpolecCoM M3!ATiA NpOM3BOAUTE HOBHE BANYCKH B oGpa-
meHlie HeHOHHHX CYDDOTATOB.
PagTHuecky 1o oficToado coBchM He Tak. OpHod pykoH yCeTpaHAa C pHHEE
JIeHeRHde Cypporard, Ipyrod pykol, seaknereie yraycJABllarocA AeHEHKHE-
'C KpH3Nca, NDHWXOLMJAOCE BHOBE HACHMATE DHHOK [SHEeMHHMM 3Haramd BHE 3a-
koHHaro npoMexoupeHia. loganoe oTeyrcersie B B6JacTH MEJKMX DEIMBHHIX
LEeHENMHHX SHAKOB M Me kol OuAOoHHOW “/d WBAHOH MOHETHd BHHYAHIO AMYDCKYR
QGAECTHYD aemckyn Ynpapy co cpenudd I8I0 rona mpUCTYNHUTE K BHIYCKY GBO
U¥X 3CMCKKX MBpOK NOCTOWHCTBOM: opaHeBdwe 5O kon.,kopuvkesde - B I pyGa
3eJleHde - . B 3 pyG4dd H cxHie - B pyoaed.

Bamyck 8 ofpameHie 3THX Mapok Mponcxonud Mo gekadpe 1919 roza.
Ofmas cymmsa BHNycka jocTuraa 18.000.000 pyGael. 3smckie mapku umbpT
popMy oOmMeroCcyHapCTBEHHAX DepOOBHX MApOK, Ha OGOLOTHOW cTopoHE HMEpOA
NpOCTABJASHO JOCTOMHCTEO LAHHOL MAPKH, & Ha JMeBOd HameuaTaHo: "Amyp-
ckce OcamceTHoe 3emcTso", "moura", "cymMa Mapku" M "BHNyCKaeTCA H& OCHO
paHiy n.5 eT.2 3aKoHA I7-ro ipua I9I roge"; kpoMi Toro, Gui H3oGpaxeH
repCggdid otmacT. ;

Mapku 3demcTea MMBJAM WMpOKOe pacCMpocTpaHeHie B oGJACTH ¥ OXOTHO
OpUHMMBANCE K&K HAceJdeHiew, Tak K TODLYyWNMAMH KaTalnauu. :

Brniocaknerein npu M3'AT1d M3 obpaledlA 2THX MADOK MCOK NeBaABBAN1HA
B I920 rogy Mx npef’RBdeHO GHia0 K oOmiHy ( HA OyjfepkH b BCEero H& CYMMY
- 4,952,070 pyoaeid, T.e. aums 27,5% ofmel CymmH BHIyCHA.

OcTadoChk WX HA pyKax y HacejeHlda min 0200 YHHYTOMEHO NpM DasHHX
00CTOATEABETRBAX He CyMMy OKoJo I3 MMABOHOB pydaei.

OrMEuseMoe ABJAEH1e - HESHAUMTESJBHOCTE Npej>ABjeHisa k ofwbHy - Hag-
JERHUT Of’ACHUTE: - [0 NepBdX, MeJKMM NOCTOMHCTBOM 3THX MADOK, BO BTO-
PHX, HE3HEUWTEJBHOCTEY KYyDPCa JISHGWHUX 3JHAKOB B MOMEHT oCMEHa M, HAaKO-
Hel, - MaJadM paaMbBpoM ¥ CHCTPOTOM M3HalMBAHIA, 4TO CMOCOUCTBOBAND yTE-
PE MaM OpHBeJeHID B HEUOOHOCTE.

ApuMbuanie:

coofmaemsii TEKCT, Kak M BCR KHMD& B NOAAMHHMED oTmeuarans no HOBOM
optorpadin, a NoToMy ¥ OpW HuTHpoBaHiM TekeToB Ha mapkax,y llorpeenxa-
ro Tekwe ponymexa X¥A# Hoeea opjorpadisa. IbJam aTy OrOBOpPKYy B BHIY TO-
ro, 4To A NpusoXy Teker ua kuury [lorpeCeukaro mo erapod opdorpadin,Ho
gea "epom", & u3oOpamMeHie TeKCTOB NPWU3HAD JMIb TAK, KABK OHW @CTH" HE
MoMMBHAA HHKaRUX "CThaeid".

; H. Happakxoe

Fig. 2: Letter from Nikolai Kardakoff to Carl Schmidt about the Exchange tokens of the Amur region Zemstvo

Analogous translation of the letter from Fig. 2:



Exchange tokens of the Amur region Zemstvo
(A. I. Pogrebetsky, "Money circulation and banknotes in the Far East at the time of War and Revolution, 1914-
1924", Harbin (1924)
pp. 212-213. Apparently, the main reason for the withdrawal of banknotes was the unification of the
monetary system, while at the same time this process prevented the possibility of
putting new money surrogates into circulation.

However, it was quite different. If, on the one hand, you take money surrogates off the market, on the other
hand, you must supply the market with banknotes that are not quite legal, as (otherwise) the monetary crisis
will intensify. The complete absence of small change in the form of alloy or copper coins forced the Zemstvo
administration of the Amur region from mid-1919 to issue its own Zemstvo stamps with the following
denominations: 50 kopecks - orange, 1 ruble - brown, 3 rubles - green and 5 rubles - blue.

These stamps were issued until December 1919, with a total value of 18 million rubles. These Zemstvo stamps
are like the state revenue stamps. The numeric values are indicated on the reverse, while the following text is
on the front: “Amypckoe O6nactHoe 3emcTBo” (Amur Region Zemstvo), “nouta” (the post office); "cymma
mapkun" (stamp valuation) and “BbinyckaeTcs Ha OcHOBaHiu N. 5. cT. 2 3aKoHa 17 itoHa 1917 r.” (issued based on
paragraph 5, Article 2 of the Law of June 17, 1917). Furthermore, the coat of arms of the Amur region is depicted.

These Zemstvo stamps were widely used in the area and were willingly received by both the population and
Chinese traders.

During the subsequent devaluation in 1920, only an amount of 4,952,070 Rubles, corresponding to 27.5%,
was exchanged to money of the Far Eastern Republic when this transitional currency was collected and
exchanged.

These stamps worth 13 million Rubles, either remained in the hands of the population or were destroyed on
various occasions.

The fact that only such a small number of stamps were exchanged can be explained in this way: firstly, the
low denominations of these stamps, secondly, the low exchange value at that time and, ultimately, small size
and rapid wear and tear, which led to their loss or uselessness.

Note:

This excerpt as well as the entire book was originally printed according to the NEW orthography. Pogrebetsky
therefore also used them when he reproduced the text on the stamps. | make this stipulation, since | cite the
text according to the old orthography of Pogrebetsky’s book, but without "epos” (b). The fonts have been
adopted as is, without applying any “styles”.

N. Kardakoff.

But now | would also like to take the opportunity to inform the readers about Kardakoff, who was also proposed
as a candidate for the Nobel Prize in 1956 [4]. Here is also some information about lol’son and Pogrebetsky, who
are certainly among the greatest connoisseurs of Russian banknote science (bonistics).

Nikolay Ivanovich Kardakov in Russia 1885-1921; and Nikolai Kardakoff, in Germany 1922-1973, was born on
01.01.1885 in Kardakovskaya, Vyatka Governorate. Nikolay Kardakov studied biology at Perm University with a
focus on entomology and butterflies. In 1909 he became a member of the Russian Entomological Society. In
1917-1918 Kardakov was a member of the military units under Admiral Kolchak. From 1919-1921 he was again
professionally active in the establishment and expansion of the entomological collections of the Far East
(Khabarovsk State Museum).



In his spare time, he also dealt intensively with paper money or banknotes
(bonistics, notaphily). It was precisely this knowledge that enabled him to be sent
to Berlinin 1922 on the instructions of F. Chuchin as a representative of the Soviet
Philatelic Association (SFA=C®A) of the All-Union Society of Philatelists
(VOF=BO®) and Philintern (Philatelic International). His task there was to establish
contacts in order to find sales markets for all kinds of collectible items such as
stamps, banknotes, postcards, etc. The reason for this was the procurement of
foreign currency for the ailing system of Russia's post-revolutionary government.

[9]

Fig. 3: Journal “Soviet Collector” #10-12, 1929 of the SFA of VOF and the Philintern (Cosetckuit
KonnekuuoHep #10-12, 1929. OpraH CPA BOP u duaunHtepHa).

For Kardakoff, the assignment to Berlin was the stroke of luck of his country par excellence. Soon he was able
to regain a foothold in Berlin, working mainly at the Entomological Institute of the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gesellschaft
in Berlin-Dahlem, at the Berlin Natural History Museum and later at the German Academy of Sciences. He retired
in 1951 for health reasons but remained in Berlin and died there in 1973. In addition to his professional activities,
he always found time for his hobby, the banknote study of Russia and the Baltic States. Particularly well-known
in these two catalogues [5, 6]. Among his Berlin acquaintances was Carl Schmidt. When he was working on the
chapter on Amur stamps for his Handbook of Russian Stamps [1], he received from Kardakoff the letter shown
above.

The destiny of his co-author lol’son of their catalogue [5] was far worse than Kardakoff's. Leo Maksimovich
lol’'son (/leB Makcumosuy MonbcoH) was born in Vilnius in 1891. After his university studies, he became a
professor at the Institute of Nonferrous Metals in Moscow. In his hobby — banknote study — he became the
authority par excellence in Russia in the 1920s, documented by numerous publications (including [5]).
Unfortunately for lol’son, he did not emigrate but stayed behind in Vladivostok, a decision that would cost him
his life during the Great Purge. He was charged with espionage and executed on April 8, 1938 —and rehabilitated
post-houmous in 1957.

We know even less about Alexander lllarionovich Pogrebetsky (Anekcanap WMnnapuoHosuy Morpebeukunit) (4],
although his work [2] is the best that can be read about banknotes in the Far East. Pogrebetsky (1891-1952) held
important positions: Head of Banking and Financial Administration in Irkutsk, Manager of the Financial Authority
of the Provisional Government of the Far East, member of the Zemstvo Administration of the Coastal Region
and member of the Finance Committee and the Constituent National Assembly of the Far Eastern Republic. This
shows the competence on which his work [2] is based.

Whatever one thinks about the Amur stamps, they are always worth collecting. At the same time, they also
open the door to bonistics for us philatelists, an area that attracts far more attention in Russia than in Germany.

Respond to the article by A. Maslov.
AMUR.
by A. Maslov.
| have in my collection a 5-ruble Oblasts (territory) stamp, having the following inscription “Amur Oblast Zemstvo Post. Five
Rubles 1917 Issued, as based on point 5, p2, Law 15 June”. It is printed on typography, lightly on thick paper, with design
on the reverse side, and numeral 5 rubles, and of the size of the Russian revenue stamps. This issue was based on the
following reasons. The territory was still under the control of the old regime and the communications between various
points and the value of the currency were still good. K. Schmidt states that there was an issue from 50k. [kopecks] to



5 rubles in 1919, but from 1918 to 1920, while | lived in this area, control of this section passed through various hands,
namely - Eseri, Temporary Government, Japanese Occupation, Partisans, etc. then Bolsheviks, and back to Japanese and
others. Thus, if another issue was made, as stated by Schmidt, these stamps of 1919 had very little rhyme or reason, and
the 50k. stamp was useless, as the amount was of no use or value at all.

During all of 1919 and part of 1920, such stamps there used as currency for making change, and one could pay for a passage
on a ship crossing Amur, either from Chinese or Russian side.

To call these stamps rare is hardly possible. Although, in Schmidt the emission is given at 18,000,000 and however, in view
of their total loss of value in 1920 equally with other paper losses, in that territory and use of only the silver, gold, and gold
nuggets, sand and bars, these stamps were discarded. It is doubtful if anyone was interested in saving these useless
emissions. These could have been found only accidently by the officials of the Far Eastern Republic, after the departure of
the greater part of the population from Blagoveshchensk to the Chinese side, never to return. [12]

(The text is preserved in the original transcription. Published in Rossika journal, 1956 #48, p.49-50)

The surviving letters of Kardakoff

Thanks to the surviving letters of Kardakoff [10], it is possible to dispel the established myths about his arrival
in Germany and his disdain for the Soviet Philatelic Association (SFA).

First appeared in the publications by M. Gleyzer [9] in late 1970-s, this unfair information is still widely cited.

N. Kardakoff B !
Hauagd £ € HoJdIeKTHpPOB&HIA OeHeHH.3HAKOB M coOHpes IaHHHE [0
W% BHETYCKY, MCTopin ¥ koHub, a Tenepk NOACHpa®D M3 ODIMUIAJBHHA ABHHUX,
4PAMBHAX NOKYMEHTOB, JAXTEpETYDHUX K HAYUHHX eTareil BCeT 4UTO Kacaercs
DYCCKMX Il@HEXHHX 3HEKOB. lOuTM 3a 12 akr paCoTH ofHa KOJJIEKI1s HACYH-
THsaeT OroJA0 B000 pasAMUHLX 3HAKOB, OTHOcAmuxCA k Pocein, ABIAACE Ta-
kMM OOpa3oM Mepsoid B MIiph MO KOJNMYECTBY H BBDOATHO KauecTRy /9To A 3H

a3 COTNOCTapeH1s MaHKOAKCTOB M MO oT3uBam cmeniasaucron/. Byayuu cem c
ane. A Opojbkied BeCk NyTh OT MxeBckaro BoacTrania jo Ba BOC
SIr. korne wmopesm /uepea leiJson/ npibxad B lepwmaniv, rob 3aHUMAACE B
HEROM DHTOMOJOCMYECKOM WMHCTWIYTs B KadEeCTBh JeNWACNTEepoJora, i H
QCTABMJ, & JHUE Da3Buid ABATEALHOCTL IO Hay4eHi®n DYCCKHMX ASHeHH.3HHKOB
Opguoe BpemdA KMEI 1O 300-T KOpPPECMNOHLEGHTOB, I CKyNAJ DAX KoJekiin. Mop
poJsiekllil XxoTha Od40 kyOuTh AaHe Minzkabinet nan “‘*iﬁrﬁF§%°§§%°£ HE'
seum, AMPEKTOD KOTOparo npoji.Regling HA3HBAST MOY KOJUIEKNLID Kk Leck-
1 .

Fig. 4 shows the quote from first page of a two-page typewritten letter Kardakoff sent to Professor M. Bernadsky
in Paris on April 24, 1931, where Kardakoff was going right to the source for information on some Civil War scrip
he had in his collection.

Professor M. Bernadsky was born in Kiev in 1876 and died in Paris in 1943. Bernadsky had served as the Minister
of Finances of the Provisional Government, and later as the Chief of the Finance Administration in the Denikin’s
and Wrangel’s governments. In 1918 he cooperated with the Central Rada in Ukraine. He was a signatory of the
banknotes of the Highest Command of the Armed Forces of the South of Russia.

Dear Professor! | always read your interesting articles in “Vozrozhdenie” (Renaissance) on financial subjects with
great pleasure, and | completely agree with your thoughts on the Bolsheviks’ financial-economic experiments,
which will undoubtedly lead to the political collapse of the Soviets.



By the time this letter was composed, Kardakoff’s collection had reached approximately 6,000 items of Russian
paper money, in addition to a large number of documents bearing on this subject. At one point he had up to
300 correspondents and had bought quite a few collections outright.

From this April 24th letter we learn the following: Coming from the Urals, | traveled the entire route from the
Izhevsk Uprising to Vladivostok in 1921. Thence by sea /via Ceylon/ | came to Germany, where | work as a
lepidopterist for the German Entomological Institute... (see Fig.4)

NeHsa uHTepeCynT M KC / L ;
ROPNORLA O ACHOHX sNaxax TOro AW WAOFO DA
oOWecTs, OOHMH # TpOY. W MpON:

eukifl, no Nry-we Poceiz & 3Hew

HilavicHAX AaHHUX HACA® He HAXOR
ie rnk ﬁu a sor ga?rﬂ agv xaﬂ
BOO e

Kardakoff also appreciated Pogrebetsky's work: | am also interested in historical facts and even more official
orders on the banknotes of a particular government, organizations, cities, banks, societies, and so on.
Pogrebetsky collected and published a lot about Siberia region, and about Southern Russia region only from the
I. V. Hessen archive... (See_Fig 5.)

In another letter to Bernadsky dated May 18, 1931, Kardakoff shared his disdain for the Soviet Philatelic
Association (SFA) and its money-grubbing nature.

He had given two Russian paper money bills to Bernadsky in his previous missive as a gift, but the latter had
returned it, so Kardakoff sent them right back along with a copy of his dog-eared, notated Catalog of Russian
Paper Money. Then he proceeded to unload on his former Soviet “employer.”

This catalog was my work, [compiled] when | received from the SFA [authorization to be] the representative for
paper money sales. This catalog cannot be trusted, because | did not write it (the valuations) in the interests
of the SFA; in any event | just completely used the Association. The fact is there are many utter idiots sitting
there in the SFA. They failed to understand that | could not put in valuations that would benefit their interests,
and soon they sold off all of their rare items for mere pennies. Now the SFA has nothing left in the way of material
[to sell]. Either by means of some investigation or they just found out that | wasn’t their “field of berries,” they
roughly stripped me of the representative job. In any event, this catalog can serve as a brief handbook of sorts
for those groups and formations that emitted “their own money” from 1915 to 1927. (N.B. Emphasis by the
author.)

At first glance, this activity might seem rather duplicitous on Kardakoff’s part, but he had absolutely no love for
the Soviet regime, and no compunction about selling the SFA down the river to avoid furthering their own ends.

A few years later, he would have cause to love the Soviets even less. Nikolai Kardakoff had a younger brother,
Andrey (also an entomologist), who in 1938 was accused of spying for the Japanese and executed. In addition
to that, his friend Leo lol’son was also shot that same year for the same “crime.”

In 1930, after the Rossika Society first emerged in Yugoslavia Kardakoff joined it and began writing for its journal
on paper money topics, using the pseudonym “Rosber,” standing for “Poccuiickuit bepnauHen” (a Russian
Berliner). Nikolai Ivanovich Kardakoff (Head of the Numismatic and Scrip Section) was made as Honored
Member of Rossika by Eugene Arkhangelskiy on 14 April 1937 for his contributions to Russian scripophily. [11].
He passed away, still in Berlin, on 7 March 1973.
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